THE FUTURE OF INDIA

and could not always be evaded by
humble submission."

The caste system was thrust upon
the earliest known inhabitants of
India in much the same fashion by
Brahmin advisers of the pre-Christ
Hindu autocrats. They came as con-
querors and imposed caste restrictions
to make it impossible for the oppressed
to revolt against the oppressor. That
is wrhy there are so many millions of
" untouchables " in India.1 They are
the Indian aborigines. The country
is theirs by every right of priority.
But they have been disinherited,
and are outlaws in their own land.
To-day they are turning to Christianity

1 Statistics show that more ihan a third of
the entire Hindu population of India is com-
prised of "Untouchables." They number over
60,000,000, They are not allowed the minis-
tration of Brahmin priests, and are forced by
circumstances to take to begging or a life of
crime* About 4,500,000 belong to criminal tribes.
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